Lymphokine-activated killer cell activity Characteristics of effector cells and their progenitors in blood and spleen.
Leukocytes in blood and spleen can be activated by interleukin 2 (IL-2) to become cytotoxic to certain tumor cell lines in vitro. Recent evidence suggests that such lymphokine-activated killer (LAK) cells can bring about the regression of solid tumors in animals and patients, under certain circumstances. Here, Ronald Herberman and colleagues from eight international laboratories, review what is known of the characteristics of LAK cell activity and conclude that most of it can be attributed to natural killer cells stimulated by IL-2.